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Fr. Curtis Miller September 4, 2022 Homily for the 23rd Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 

 When Jesus tells us that we cannot be His disciples unless we hate our fathers and 

mothers, wives and children, brothers and sisters, and even our own lives, we are likely to think 

He is over stepping.  Yet it is important to understand the real meaning of what Jesus is saying 

here.  He is not saying that we literally must hate our closest family members.  Again and again 

throughout the Gospels, Jesus says explicitly that we must love our neighbors, even our enemies.  

So what is Jesus actually saying here?  He is using rhetorical overstatement to make the point 

that the love we have for Him should be paramount, and so much greater than the love we have 

for anyone in this world that, by comparison, it looks like hate.  It’s like shining a flashlight at 

the sun.  If Jesus’ use of the word ‘hate’ still bothers you, compare this passage with how 

Matthew reports this teaching of Jesus in his Gospel: “Anyone who loves father or mother more 

than Me is not worthy to be My disciple” (Matthew 10:37).  It might also make this teaching 

more palatable when we realize that when we love Jesus first and foremost in our lives, the love 

we have for other people in our lives is not diminished, but rather perfected and purified of any 

selfishness.  If we love Jesus above everyone else, we will be able to love these other people 

better. 

 

 To understand what Jesus is asking of us, let’s consider the story of two unlikely friends 

from different generations and vastly different backgrounds, whose lives became intertwined in 

their quests to live up to this call to give all to lives of loving service.   

 

 Young Agnes was born into an Albanian family in Macedonia in 1910.  She loved her 

family and was heartbroken when her father died when she was only eight years old.  Agnes 

became very close to her mother, but during her teenage years, she felt God calling her away to a 

vocation as a missionary.  At 18, she made the sacrifice of leaving behind her family and 

homeland to join the Sisters of Loreto.  She received the new name of Sister Teresa and became 

a teaching sister in India.  Yet after 18 happy years in this religious order, she felt God again 

calling her away to something new, to found a religious order specially dedicated to serving the 

poorest of the poor.  And so, in 1950, Mother Teresa founded the Missionaries of Charity, 

serving the poor, hungry, and dying in the streets of Calcutta. 

 

 The background of Diana Spencer could hardly have been more different than that of 

Mother Teresa.  Born into a family of noble background in 1961, her childhood felt anything but 

noble.  Her parents fought viciously, eventually divorcing and remarrying, leaving the girl to 

struggle with anxiety and depression throughout the rest of her life.  After her father’s 

remarriage, she was subjected to bullying by her stepmother.  While Mother Teresa had found it 

a great sacrifice to leave her beloved family behind, young Diana could think of no greater relief 

than getting away from home.  She dreamed of being rescued by a prince charming and finding 

happiness in a family of her own.  One day, her dream came true.  Prince Charles, heir to the 

British throne, courted her in a whirlwind romance and married her in the wedding of the century 

in 1981.  Yet despite the outward appearance of a fairy tale, Princess Diana and her prince did 

not live happily ever after.  Each brought their own insecurities and troubles into the marriage, 

which soon devolved into infidelities and bitter domestic fights, echoing the breakdown of her 

parents’ marriage.  Despite the birth of two beloved sons, Diana’s dream of finding happiness in 
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a family of her own fell apart a little more than a decade after it began.  On top of it all, the 

unrelenting intrusions of the tabloid press made this shy woman miserable. 

 

 Meanwhile, in India, Mother Teresa was also dealing with the sudden weight of fame.  

She became the subject of a book and a documentary film and was awarded the Nobel Peace 

Prize in 1979.  But not all the attention was positive.  She became the target of harsh criticisms 

from people who lived at a comfortable distance from the deprivations of the streets of Calcutta, 

and who never lifted a finger to help the poor.  They said that the quality of her hospitals was 

poor, and that she should do more.  And personally, hidden from the eyes of the world, Mother 

Teresa was tortured by spiritual dryness, doubts, and feeling that God had become silent to her.  

Still, she persisted in praying every day and heroically serving the poorest of the poor, all around 

the world. 

 

 It was at this time, in 1992, that these two famous women met each other.  Princess Diana 

visited Mother Teresa, who welcomed her for a private meeting, lasting over a half hour.  Then, 

Mother Teresa took the princess into the chapel, to pray before Jesus in the Eucharist for another 

extended period of time.  Mother Teresa concluded the meeting by presenting Diana with a 

rosary and encouraging her to pray often. 

 

 Princess Diana later said that this encounter changed her life.  She wrote, “Today, 

something very profound touched my life.  I went to Mother Teresa’s home and found the 

direction I’ve been searching for all these years.”  Diana said that though she felt unworthy to 

walk in Mother Teresa’s footsteps, she had to at least try to follow her example of self-sacrificial 

love.  She had been involved in charitable work before, but now, with her marriage fallen apart, 

she threw herself wholeheartedly into charitable causes, particularly campaigning for victims of 

landmines and people stricken with AIDS.  And remarkably, she finally found some measure of 

the peace and happiness she had long sought, not in clinging to fame and glamour, but in giving 

of herself.  She auctioned off many of her famous gowns and outfits to raise money for charities.  

She donated a house in Washington, D.C. to Mother Teresa’s sisters to use as a home for unwed 

mothers.  A few times over the years, she again crossed paths with Mother Teresa, already hailed 

as a living saint, including a final meeting in June 1997. 

 

 Sadly, just a couple months later, on August 31, 1997, Diana was killed in a tragic car 

crash in Paris.  She was only 36.  In the hospital, two of her most precious possessions were 

placed in her hands: a photograph of her two sons, and the rosary given to her by Mother Teresa.  

She was buried holding them.  A few days later, on September 5, the saint of Calcutta also 

passed away, aged 87. 

 

 That was twenty-five years ago this week, but the stories of their lives still have a 

powerful hold on our memories.  Though their backgrounds were radically different, Mother 

Teresa and Princess Diana showed us an example that true happiness can never be found in any 

earthly, self-centered love, but only by giving all of ourselves in loving service to God and our 

neighbor. 


